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Congratulations Colchester County for stopping the release of Fracking wastewater: NOFRAC 

Halifax, NS – Community and environmental groups, members of the Nova Scotia Fracking Resource and Action 

Coalition, applaud the Municipality of Colchester Municipal Sewer Use Appeal Committee for its decision not to 

allow the release of fracking wastewater through the Debert sewage system.   

“This is a thorough and thoughtful decision,”  says Mark Tipperman, member of the NOFRAC Steering Committee. 

“We are especially pleased to see the committee recognize the importance of not proceeding without an 

understanding of ‘the long-term cumulative effects of repeated discharge of treated fracking wastewater into the 

Chiganois River and Bay of Fundy.’  The committee has based its decision on key points raised in appeals,  including 

the incomplete information provided about the chemicals which may be contained, the experimental nature of the 

process to remove radioactive elements and the lack of objective analysis about the impacts of this release.” 

Over 40 appeals were submitted, and more than one hundred people attended the public hearings each night. “To 

have a democratic process come to such a positive conclusion is great,” Tipperman added. 

“Environmentally, we had serious concerns with this proposal, given the unknown chemicals involved in a fracking 

project,” comments Gretchen Fitzgerald of the Sierra Club Canada – Atlantic. “We also know that New Brunswick 

has been sending fracking waste to AIS, and Newfoundland and Labrador companies are suggesting they would do 

the same. When would it stop?” 

John MacPhail, a resident of the Kennetcook area where the Triangle Resources fracking project had taken place, 

and member of the East Hants Fracking Opposition Group (EHFOG), is also elated by this decision. “I am so pleased 

Colchester is refusing to take toxic waste from the mess Triangle and the province made in my community... But 

now someone needs to figure out what to do with the fracking waste.” 

NOFRAC is calling on the province to conduct a broader review of the impacts of the shale gas and fracking industry 

on health and the environment, and to enact either a province-wide ban on the development of shale gas and 

hydraulic fracturing, or at minimum a 10-year legislated moratorium. 
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NOFRAC is a province-wide coalition of groups and individuals who oppose fracking in the province. It was formed 

in December of 2010 and recently released a report on Triangle’s fracking project in the Kennetcook area, found 

here: http://nofrac.wordpress.com/nofrac-reports/issue-paper-2/ 

For more information: 

Mark Tipperman, NOFRAC: (902) 542-0555 or (541) 963-5214; markrelawyer@gmail.com 

Gretchen Fitzgerald, Sierra Club Canada - Atlantic Canada Chapter: (902) 444.3113; gretchenf@sierraclub.ca  

John MacPhail, EHFOG: (902) 221-7818; macphail.john23@gmail.com  
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